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GFNERAL  HFADCT'ART'SRS 
ITNITED  ST'kTIH  AR"y  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
OFFICE  OF  T’U5  JCDGE  ADVOCA'E 

"/AR  CRIi.'j'iS  FUNCH 


A  JO  500 
3  October  194^5 


MEf^ORANDlT'  TO*  Prosecvtlop  Section  (Report  #66) 
thru*  Execvtlve  Officer,  ’^ar  Crimes  Branch 


Germen  Cli’b  *^assacre 


SUBJECT* 


.  II.  StFT^ARy  OF  EVIDENCE: 

The  German  Clvb,  the  scene  of  the  atrocity,  Is  located  on 
San  Lvls  Street  near  Its  Irterser'lon  wUh  '^an  Marcellno 
Street,  Eytrlta,  ''arlla,  P.I.  The  bvlldlne  Is  adjacent  to  the 
San  Marcellno  Chrrch  and  compound  where  twenty-six  civilians 
were  rrvrdered  on  9  and  10  Febfvarv  194?,  and  thn  perpetrators 
of  both  atrocities  are  ondoobledlw  the  seme.  The  German  Clvb 
was  managed  b^  a  Mr.  e  Mrs.  OHAT'SS  (first  names  vnk-own), 
who  were  German  citizens  (R  2).  On  6  February  194?  all  the 
houses  In  the  vlcinltv  of  the  German  Club  we^e  surrounded  by 
Japanese,  presi’mablv  members  of  the  Icporiul  Naval  Ground 
Forces.  This  district  was  thon  1  nder  heavy  bombardment  and 
shell  fire;  From  7  to  10  Febrverv  194?  at  least  five  hundred 
civilian  residents  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Cerran  Club  took 
shelter  underneath  t'e  club  "'rom  the  '^ombardirent  and  shall  fire, 
'’’hese  people  wore  crowded  and  In  a  iour  foot  ti?h  space 

between  the  concrete  floor  of  ^  he  club  ar.d  the  goond.  T.iey 
remained  there  until  10  February  19^::-’,  ie«.uln(?  only  on  oc- 
caslonal  secret  trips  to  seek  food  t.no  'o  90  t©  th»»  latrine  in 
the  club  (R2).  Between  7  end  10  February  194?  the  viV-anese 
set  fire  to  the  Reu  Cross  buildlnm  at  the  comer  of  general 
Luna  and  Isaac  Peral  Streets  ard  to  all  l>e  -iJ’-'yats  houses 
In  the  nelehborbocd  -  -l  3).  At  annroxjrcatolv  j-XO  ho’-rs*  i® 
February  19^5,  the  Japanese  surrounded  The  Oerrfan  v.,uh 
forbade  anyone  to  le’  -'e  '■heir  shelter  baneatn  the  cl.b.  hlle 
the  victims  undernearh  the  clul  wer^  eu.i"ded  with  aimed  rafles, 
the  Japanese  built  an  irfla^-mable  barricade  cut  of  the  victim  s 
clothing  and  peuso»’ttl  ocsaes^lons  whioe  they  had  stored  in  tne 
club.-  This  barricade  completely  surrounded  the  club,  closely 
hemming  In  the  Tic‘;irff  .-nderer-r.th,  :ho  Jan^nese  then  nijcd  the 
furniture  Inside  tne  club,  poured  .gasoline  over  the  Piio  and 
Ignited  It.  Thev  then  poured  :asolire  over  the  barricade 
surrounding  the  club  and  Ignl^'ed  It.  As  the  heat.  f»’om  the 
flames  mounted,  many  men  and  women  ran  out  from  underneath  the 
club  and  attempted  to  loop  over  the  flaming  berrlctde.  Most  of 
those  were  bayor.etted  and  shot  by  awaiting  Japanese,  Some  of  the 
women  were  roped  and  their  infants  bayonetted  In  their  arms. 

After  raping  the  women  the  Japanese  poured  gasoline  on  their  hair 
and  Ignited  it.  The  breasts  of  some  of  the  women  were  cut  off  by 
JspsnGSB  soldiers  (R  3^  Boriutrdlno  CAlilB^  tho  house  boy  of 

the  surviving  eye-witness  Francisco  L0PD7.,  was  tied  to  a  pillar 
of  the  LOPEZ  garage.  Ihe  Jiiprreise  than  proceeded  to  cut  of*,  his 
genitals  and  thrust  bis  seveyvd  pepja  iii  'ila  couth  (R  3)*  Out  of 
all  the  people  tnet  wore  ja'C'Pd  '.'noerri^ath  tho  German  Club,  only 
four  survivors  could  bo  •now.oly  Francisco  LOPEZ,  .'.ngraclo 

LOSA,  AsiU'.clon  VARRAS  and  P.lacic  '/.OEALWO.  i-w©  other  survivors 
witnessed  trii'.s  masst-cre  frosi  u  foxhole  or.  tno  Cerman  Club  property 
namely  Helena  R0DH3  CtUEZ  and  Inez  r/fxlELOHN. 
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